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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 22 and 23 are dependent on cancelled claim 
21 . The scope of the claims can not be determined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 20, 24-25, and 31-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Karlsson et al. US Patent Application Publication 2001/0034512. 

As to claims 20 and 33, Karlsson teaches a disposable diaper 1 and by the 
structure, a method for making, the disposable diaper suitable for incontinent care, the 
diaper comprising: a main diaper section having a front region 5, a rear region 6, and a 
crotch region 7 disposed between said front region and said rear region, said main 
diaper section also having an absorption body 4 for liquids and closing means 10 
disposed at a first longitudinal end thereof, proximate said front region or said rear 
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region; and a hip belt 9 formed from a single piece material section and joined onto said 
main diaper section, said hip belt defining a diaper hip opening which closes in a 
peripheral direction, said hip belt structured for opening and closing onto itself at at least 
one location, said hip belt folded onto itself along folding lines 13 extending in a 
longitudinal direction on both sides of a middle axis thereof, wherein said closing means 
can be secured to said hip belt in a detachable fashion in such a manner that a user, 
with said hip belt applied, lifts said main diaper section upwardly between the legs to 
attach a free longitudinal end of said main diaper section to said hip belt in a detachable 
fashion. 

As to claims 24 and 25, the single piece material section 9 is folded onto itself on each 
side of a longitudinal middle axis of the diaper, about at least two respective fold lines 
13 (Figure 3). 

As to claim 27, wherein, in a folded configuration, a grasping region 9' at each of two 
free ends of said single piece material section protrudes in a transverse direction past a 
longitudinal side edge of said main diaper section (Figure 3). 

As to claims 30-32 and 36, the single piece material section 9 is attached in a 
permanent manner to an outer side of said main section (paragraph 0016). 



As to claim 34, see Figures 3 and 4. 
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As to claims 35-40, the partial sections of the flat material web are attached to each 
other in a detachable fashion and glue is introduced onto the flat material web in such a 
fashion that it is spaced apart, in a longitudinal direction, from an edge of the 
subsequently separated material section and the glue is introduced onto the flat material 
web in cycles(paragraph 0022). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 26, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Karlsson et al. US Patent Application Publication 2001/0034512. Karlsson discloses the 
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present inventions substantially as claimed. Karlsson does not teach the claimed 
extension of the grasping section or hip belt. However, Karlsson does teach the belt 
portions are long enough to extend around the waist of the wearer and folded and 
arranged so that they can easily by accessed by a user even when lying down 
(paragraph 0005). Thus, Karlsson obviously teaches some length and extension of the 
belt portions. In Gardner v. TEC Systems, Inc., 725 F.2d 1338, 220 USPQ 777 (Fed. 
Cir. 1984), cert, denied, 469 U.S. 830, 225 USPQ 232 (1984), the Federal Circuit held 
that, where the only difference between the prior art and the claims was a recitation of 
relative dimensions of the claimed device and a device having the claimed relative 
dimensions would not perform differently than the prior art device, the claimed device 
was not patentably distinct from the prior art device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline F. Stephens whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4937. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tanya Zalukaeva can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 1 5. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jacqueline F Stephens/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3761 

October 1 , 2008 



